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PROFILE

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (CA). Certified Gestalt Therapist. Registered Play Therapist-Supervisor, Certified Filial Therapy trainer and Somatic Experiencing Practitioner. Association for Play Therapy Provider; Co-recipient of 2009 Outstanding Filial Therapy & Practice Award. National play therapy trainer.
Career highlights include over 25 years clinical social work experience as a psychotherapist, supervisor and trainer. Experienced with EAP, brief and long-term therapy, individual and couples therapy, family therapy, and supervision, consultation and training. Specialties include play therapy and Filial Family Therapy, sandtray therapy, foster and adoption issues, parent education, sexual abuse treatment and trauma therapy. 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Licensed Psychotherapist

Play Therapy Trainer

Supervisor and Consultant

Private Practice
   

9/1987 to present


Philadelphia, PA & Oakland, CA


Provide individual, couple and family therapy, clinical supervision and consultation.  Provide play therapy, including Filial Family Therapy (Parent-child relationship enhancement.) Present trainings and workshops for professionals.  Provided intensive internships in play therapy. Maintain records, including DSM V diagnoses.
Founder and Trainer

Growth through Play Therapy Trainers

9/2006 to present
Present intensive trainings and workshops in play therapy and sandtray for professionals and interns.  

Provide trainings and presentations nationally, in Ecuador and Canada as well as throughout California.
Co-founder and Trainer

Connecting to Play Therapy Trainers

2012-2018

Provided training in play therapy in the San Francisco,CA area.
Consultant

National Institute for Relationship Enhancement

5/2012 to present

Provide off site consultation leading to certification of therapists in 

Child Centered Play Therapy.

Consultant

S.E.E.D.S. (Social and Emotional Education Development and Support)

Northern CA

9/2013 to present

Provide individual and/or group supervision to MFT interns placed in school settings
Consultant

The Wright Institute Berkeley, CA

10/2009 to present

Provide individual supervision to PsyD students. Provide supplemental placement.
Consultant

San Francisco Institute for the Advancement of Psychotherapy

1/2012 to 6/2016

Provided psychotherapy, supervision and training.

School Counselor


1/2007 to 6/08

St. Patrick’s School

Rodeo, CA

Provided mental health services for elementary and middle school children.   Consult with principal, teachers and parents.

Consultant                          







4/1991 to 6/2006

Spring Garden Psychological Associates, Philadelphia, PA

Provided individual and family clinical assessment and ongoing therapy to children, adolescents and their caretakers who were referred for treatment of sexual abuse by the Department of Human Services.  Prepared reports for Department of Human Services and the Family Court of Philadelphia
Consultant                                                                                                                                        9/2001 to 6/2005

Grant through the Parenting Collaborative of the Philadelphia Department

of Human Services, Philadelphia, PA

Developed and conducted Filial Program Groups for child abuse prevention  

Trained and provided ongoing supervision of group leaders of Filial Program Groups 

Licensed Psychotherapist /Clinical Coordinator, Jewish Children and Family Service. 


1/1997 to 10/2001 Philadelphia, PA
Provided brief therapy to individuals, couples and families. Provided EAP assessment and treatment.  Maintained records, including DSM diagnoses. Led community education groups and workshops.  Provided case management services.  Managed satellite office.

Licensed Psychotherapist, Philadelphia Sexual Abuse Project


9/1987 to 10/2001 Philadelphia, PA
Provided group and individual therapy for adult survivors of child sexual abuse.  Provided training for professionals
Licensed Psychotherapist, Health Management Center

1/1994 to 10/1996 Marlton, NJ
EAP off site setting.  Provided individual, couple and family short term assessment and  therapy to adults, adolescents and children.  Emphasis on substance abuse.  Performed utilization reviews for intensive outpatient and inpatient services.  Also provided case management and managed care services.

Licensed Psychotherapist, Family Service Of Montgomery County


3/1990 to 1/1994 Willow Grove, PA 
Provided individual, couple and family therapy to adults, adolescents and children.  Led family and community education groups and workshops.  Provided EAP assessment and treatment.  Supervised social work interns.  

Social Work Supervisor, Sexual Abuse Unit, Philadelphia Department of Human Services
 

1/1987 to 3/1990 Philadelphia, PA
Supervised specialized unit providing in-home services and case management for sexually abused children.  Ongoing assessment of safety issues.  Coordinated agency-wide child sexual abuse evaluations.  Professional and community consultations.  Led support groups for children, teen and adult survivors.

Group Leader, Parent Action Network, Philadelphia Department of Human Services



9/1984 to1/1987

Provided child abuse prevention services using a group format.  Conducted group leadership training for professionals and paraprofessionals.  Designed and ran trainings for staff, professionals and community groups on parenting and discipline.

Social Worker, Permanency Planning, Philadelphia DHS


6/1977 to 9/1984

Provided comprehensive casework services and crisis intervention to families with children in foster or group care.

EDUCATION and TRAINING

Education

Bryn Mawr College, School of Social Work and Social Research 

 Bryn Mawr, PA-1986

Master of Social Science, Clinical Social Work.

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA BA 
Certificate Programs and Intensive Trainings

Nurturing the Heart with the Brain in Mind: A Year Long Experience-Rich Training in the Application of Interpersonal Neurobiology-Bonnie Badenoch, Berkeley, CA 4-12/2017
Sandtray Institute of New Mexico
Neuropsychology, Attachment, Rhythm and Sandtray

Corrales, NM 10/2016
Family and Play Therapy Center   

Philadelphia, PA 1999 to 2016

Training and internship in Family and Child-Centered Play Therapy and Sandtray 

Trust Based Relationship Intervention (Treatment for foster and adoptive children and families)
Fort Worth TX 10/2015
West Coast Institute for Gestalt Therapy with Children and Adolescents
Solvang, CA 2014, 2015

Nurturing the Heart-Bonnie Badenoch

Psycho-neurology and Attachment 

Vancouver, WA 1/2013
Emotionally Focused Therapy

Susan Johnson trainer

San Francisco, CA 2011
Sandtray-Worldplay-Gisela DeDomenico
Oakland, CA 2004, 2006

 Child Trauma Institute                                                                                         San Francisco, CA 2008/09                                                                             Parent Child Therapy 

Trauma Healing: Foundation for Human Enrichment

 Lyons, CO -2003 to 2007
     
Somatic Experiencing Practitioner 
Family Enhancement and Play Therapy Institute  

Boiling Springs, PA-2003 to 2006
Certified Filial Therapist and Trainer

Gestalt Therapy for Children and Youth-Violet Oaklander

Santa Barbara, CA  1996
Gestalt Therapy Institute of Philadelphia  1986-1989

Three year certificate post-masters clinical training program.

Workshops and IntensiveTrainings on varied professional topics:  Clinical Supervision, Neuropsychology and Psychotherapy, Couples Therapy, Short term therapy, Human Sexuality, Domestic Violence, Video Intervention Therapy, Child  & Adolescent Development, Attachment, Suicide, Depression and Anxiety, Sexual and Physical Child Abuse, Hypnosis, EMDR, Trauma Treatments, Sandtray and Creative Arts Therapy, ADHD and Learning Differences, Structural Family Therapy, Ethics, Drug and Alcohol Treatment, etc.

AFFILIATIONS

Association for Play Therapy-Member & Provider


 California Association for Play Therapy



Conference coordinator NORCAL 2012 & 2013


Past President of SF Bay Area Chapter


California Association of Marriage & Family Therapists


California Association of Clinical Social Workers


Association of Family Therapy/ Northern CA


Association for Filial & Relationship Enhancement Methods 


A Home Within:  Therapist (Pro Bono)


Sierra Institute for Contemporary Gestalt Therapy-Faculty

Wright Institute:  Adjunct Faculty

PRESENTATIONS, TRAININGS and PUBLICATIONS

Publications

“Not a Real Boy: Filial Therapy, Adoption and Attachment Trauma”

in The Therapist Vol 24, Issue 4, 7&8/2012

“Filial Therapy with Adopted Children: Trauma, Attachment & Play”


in  Play Therapy  Vol 6, Issue 3, 9/11

“Play Therapy Training in Ecuador” Association of Family Therapists in NorCal Newsletter 1/11

“Filial Therapy” in CA Society of Clinical Social Work Newsletter, 8/10
“The Journey toward Reunification: A Filial Group Parenting Program”


in  Play Therapy  Vol 3, Issue 3, 9/08

TRAININGS & PRESENTATIONS

Presentations

International
“You Are Our Lifeguards: Filial Play Therapy with a Fost/Adopt Family”

workshop at the British Columbia Play Therapy Association Conference


Vancouver, Canada 5/17
“Child Centered and Filial Play Therapy Training”

Center for Integrated Family Services 27 hours


Quito, Ecuador 11/10
National Conferences
“Exploring Diversity, Deepening Conversations: A Sandtray Model for Play Therapy Supervisors to Approach Multi-Cultural Issues”

Association for Play Therapy National Conference Minneapolis, MN 10/2017

 “A Palette of Family Play therapy Approaches”

Expressive Arts Summit, NYC 11/15
“Crime and Play: Helping Therapists and

Parents with Aggression in the Playroom”
Association for Play Therapy National Conference Palm Springs, CA 10/2013
“The Application of Group Filial Therapy for Families in Crisis”.

Association for Play Therapy National Conference 10/2008

   Dallas, TX

Association for Filial and Relationship Enhancement Methods 4/09

   Bethesda, MD

 “Who’s My Family: Client Centered Play Therapy with Children in Foster Care” 

Trauma Healing Through Client-Centered Play 

Family Therapy Conference Family Institute Philadelphia- 2002
 “Sandtray Therapy for Children and Adults”

The Heart of Development: Gestalt Therapy with Children and 

Adolescents - 2nd Annual Conference

   Gestalt Institute of Cleveland, Ohio - 2001
Gestalt Therapy Institute of Philadelphia – Bryn Mawr, PA - 2001
Training Intensives
4 Day

“Intensive Training in Filial  Therapy”
Oakland, CA  - 27 hours – 2/08; 8/08; 6/09; 2/10; 8/10, 2/11, 8/11, 1/12, 2/13, 2/14, 4/14, 8/14, 3/15, 2/16, 8/16, 6/17, 2/18
Santa Barbara Family Services-6/13
West End Community Services-6/11; 6/12

   Ontario, CA

Seton Resource Center for Child Development

   New Orleans, LA  - 27 hours – 2007

Seton Resource Center for Child Development

   New Orleans, LA  - 20.5 hours – 2006, 2007

Children’s Crisis Treatment Center 

   Philadelphia, PA - 27 hours – 2006, 2007

Private Practice Group

   Lakewood, NJ -27 hours – 2006

Co-facilitated with Rise VanFleet, Ph.D., RPT-S

   Philadelphia, PA - 27 hours – 2005

   Springfield, MA-27 hours-2004

2 Day 12 hour training 

Oakland CA

“Child Centered Play Therapy-Intensive Training” 

 
2/09, 3/09, 7/09, 9/09, 11/09, 3/10, 9/10, 12/10,


7/11, 12/11, 4/12, 6/12, 9/12, 6/13, 1/14, 8/14, 11/14, 5/15, 10/15, 4/16,
10/16, 3/17, 10/17, 11/17, 3/18
Sandtray Therapy Intensive: The Here and Now of Sandtray” 

7/11, 11/11, 2/12, 7/12, 1/13, 7/13, 4/14, 7/14, 1/15, 1/16, 6/16, 1/17, 6/17, 1/18
Workshops-Sampling
“Filial Therapy Training”

Chesapeake Beach Professional Training, Baltimore, MD 2017
 “The Child Leads the Way: Child Centered Play Therapy” 

California Psychological Institute, Fresno, CA 2017
Tending the Garden: Play Therapy Approaches to Supervision


Oakland, CA 2016

EBAC-South County- monthly staff training

   Hayward, CA -2010-2012, 2013 
“Introduction to Play Therapy”

Family Service 2012

    San Leandro

West Oakland Health Center 2012

Fred Finch Youth Center

   Oakland, CA--2009

EBAC-Circle of Care

   Oakland, CA-2009

“The Trauma Brain for Play Therapists”

Discovery Counseling Center 

   Danville, CA -2012

JFK Holistic Counseling Center

   Oakland, CA 2011
 “Introduction to Filial Family Therapy”

SFIAP 5/13, 5/14

Association of Family Therapists of Northern CA

   Alameda, CA 2012

JFK University

   Pleasant Hill, CA -2010

Wright Institute

   Berkeley, CA-2009, 2012
Seneca Center

   San Francisco, CA-2009

Discovery Counseling Center 

   Danville, CA -2009
Northern  and Southern CAL Play Therapy Conferences

   Livermore & San Bernadino ,CA –2008
Hume Counseling Center

   Concord, CA 2008, 2009
JFCS of the East Bay

   Berkeley, CA –2007

Bryn Mawr College, 6 hours- Continuing Education Program

   Philadelphia, PA –2004, 2005

Philadelphia Society of Clinical Psychologists, 

   Philadelphia, PA - 2003

Philadelphia Clinical Society for Social Workers,

    Philadelphia, PA - 2004
Annual Conference for PA American Psychological Association  Pittsburg,PA-2004

Children’s Crisis Treatment Center   Philadelphia, PA – 2002, 2004

“Sandtray Therapy and Trauma:  Creating Safety, 

Empowerment and Healing”

Parent Education Network

   Chico, CA -2007

PACT(Parent and Child Treatment) Staff Training  –

   Darby, PA  16 hours  - 2004
 “Use of Sandtray with Grieving Children” 

Safe Harbor at Abington Hospital-

   Abington, PA 2003

 “Play Therapy & Sandtray” 

Classroom Presentation for Social Work Graduate Students-2001 - 2004
Widenor University School of Social Work  Chester, PA

“Difficult Behavior-Acting In; Acting Out”  and

“Issues Involved in Preparing for Change: Adoption or Return to Parents” 

Wordsworth Academy - Elkins Park, PA - 2001
“Dissociative Disorders in Children”  

Family and Play Therapy Center  Child Development Course-

Philadelphia, PA 2001, 2005

 “Enhancing Your Relationship with your Child Through Play” 

Children’s Crisis Treatment Center –

 Philadelphia, PA 2001
 “Children and Sexuality”    

Wordsworth Academy – 

Elkins Park - 2000
 “Identification and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse” 

Carson Valley Treatment Center – 

   Philadelphia 2004
Wordsworth Academy-

Philadelphia 2001
Catholic Social Services Philadelphia 2000

 “Groups for Sexual Abuse Survivors: A Gestalt Therapy Model” 

CEU Workshop for Professionals, 

   Bryn Mawr College of Social Work 1996

